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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2 004/00850 6 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless othowise 

indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language » 
' ' which is the language of a translation fiirnisted for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ inlernational preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the intonational supplication as originally filled/furnished 
the description: 

pages 1-25 

pages* 

pages* 

the claims: 

1-15 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



nos. 



as OTiginally filed/ furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets 1/6-6/6 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) — see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table<s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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International application No. 






INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 


PCT/EP2 004/0085 06 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 






citations and explanations supporting such statement 






1. Statemenl 








Novelty (N) Claims 1-15 




X 




Claims 




NO 




Inventive step (IS) 1-15 




YES 




Claims 




NO 




Industrial applicabUity (lA) claims 1 — 15 




YES 




Claims 




NO 










2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 






1 


This report makes reference to the 


following 






document : 








Dl: DE 197 06 338 A 






2 


Document Dl is considered the closest prior art 






and discloses (the references between parentheses 






refer to that document; see column 


4, lines 11-59 






of the description) : 








a sliding door comprising a door leaf (5), a frame 






(9), a guide for the door leaf (5), 


which can be 






moved between an open position and 


a closed 






position within the guide, and reinforcing means 






(25) for reinforcing sections of the frame (9) in 






the closed position, in which the frame (9) covers 






the edge region of one side (16) of 


the door leaf 






(5) , the door leaf (5) comprising engaging means 






(14, 17) and the frame (9) receiving means (15, 






18), which mutually engage in the closed position. 






The subject matter of independent claim 1 differs 






therefrom in that: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

the engagement means (14^ 17) and the receiving 
means (15, 18) , when mutually engaged, generate a 
force transverse to the direction of displacement, 
said force reinforcing the associated section of 
the frame (9) . 



2.1 The subject matter of claim 1 is thus novel (PCT 
Article 33(2)). The present invention can be 
considered to address the problem of improving the 
sliding door known from Dl so that it can 
withstand a large amount of strain when closed. 

2.2 The solution to this problem as proposed in 
claim 1 of the present application involves an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) for the 
following reasons : 



the obvious solution for reinforcing a sliding 
door would be to form the frame and the door from 
a solid, more rigid material. The design of the 
sliding door as per the features of claim 1 
results in a rigid and light-weight door structure 
when closed. Since the engagement means and the 
receiving means mutually engage during closing, no 
additional handling, such as the inflation of the 
seal (25) in the door disclosed in Dl, is 
necessary for generating a transverse force in the 
closed position. 

2.3 Claims 2-15 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

dtations and explanations supporting such statement 

inventive step. 



Observations 



Contrary to PCX Rule 5, 1(a) (ii) , the description 
does not cite document Dl or indicate the relevant 
prior art disclosed therein. 
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